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Murderless Mystery Dinner Theatre

Emily Mailhot
Reporter – Vegreville News Advertiser

Roger Harrison and the Holden Junior Players put on their annual showcase at 
the Paragon Theatre this April 20-21, with the theme of ‘Murderless Mystery 
Dinner Theatre.’

The evening show began first with dinner at Mattico’s Restaurant in Holden, 
then moved to the Paragon Theatre for an hour of improvised entertainment and 
the ‘Murderless Mystery,’ a play written and directed by Beaver Regional Arts 
Society member and the Holden Junior Theatre’s leader, Roger Harrison.

A big focus for the theatre group is the power of improv and creativity.  After all, 
isn’t life improvised?  Roger says that the skills they are learning in their drama 

Final Bows: Playwright/director Roger 
Harrison acknowledges the cast, the 

sound and lights tech, and the audience.
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group will be useful to the kids in all 
areas of their life.  He shared with the 
audience his philosophy, and the joy he 
has from working with children, who 
use their creative thinking to learn and 
discover. “We all think creatively 
because creative thinking is classified 
as any use of mental energy or ingenu-
ity that is not required for survival.”  
Children, he says, are much easier to 
teach the skills required for improv 
because they are still using that creativ-
ity to better understand the world 
around them. “There comes a point in 
adulthood where we stop using these 
incredible gifts to learn more and start 
to use them to try and prove that we are 
right about what we think we know.  
That’s when it’s time to step back and 
figure out where something went 
wrong.”

To showcase the cast’s improv skillset, 
they played a few theatre games on the 
stage, including one-word story (a story 
told in fragments, one person at a 
time,) smoke-bombs (Each person who 
enters begins a new scene,) and half a 
script (only one cast member reads 
from a script, the rest improvise the 
story.)

After a brief intermission, the production began.  Each of 
the characters were written to suit the cast member’s acting 
style and some personality traits.  Lead roles were given to 
Evan Fike and Jordan Piekema, who are graduating this 
spring and will be leaving the theatre group this year. 

Genie-in-a-bottle (Anna Starzko) 
helps talented lyricist Snoopp Kitty 

(Keltie Klassen) get her wish.

D-Vo (Jordan Piekema) and Willy-
Nilly (Evan Fike) wannabes get 
their hearts desire because of 

science (and the genie)


